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offers the following

.

substitute to HB 397;

A BILL TO BE ENTITLED
AN ACT

‘oamend Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government,
s0 as to comprehensively revise the provisions of law regarding open meetings and open

records: to provide definitions relating to open meetings: to provide for the manner of closing

=

e

meetings; to provide for open meetings; to provide for remedies for improperly ciosing

(F

meetings; to provide for notice of meetings; to provide for exceptions; to provide for certain
priviieges: to provide for sanctions: to provide for related matters: o provide for legislative
mtent regarding open vecords: to provide for definitions refating to open records; to provide
Pl : [ R PG . S A Iy
for applicability; to provide for procedures regarding disclosure and enforcement of
o

disclosure provisions; to provide for fees and the amount and manner of collection thereo

te provide for exceptions and exemptions; to provide for sanctions; o provide for related
maticrs: o conform certam cross references; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

=

PUTDOSES.

BEITENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA

SECTION |

1 tiim
e

N

U ot the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. refating to state government, is amended

by revising Chapter 14, relating to open and public mectings. as follows:
"CHAPTER 14

S0-14-1,
(a) Asused in this chapter, the term:
(1) "Agency means:
{AY  Every state departnent, agen’cy: board, bureau, office, commission. public
corporation. and authority:
(BY Evervcounty, mumcipal corporation. school district. or other political subdivision

of this state;
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(C) Every department, agency, board, bureau, office. commission, authority, or similar
body of each such county, municipal corporation, or other political subdivision of the
state;
(D) Every city, county, regional, or other authority established pursuant to the laws of
this state; and
(E) Any nonprofit organization to which there is a direct allocation of tax funds made
by the governing authority body of any agency as defined in this paragraph amd which
attocation constitutes more than 33 1/3 percent of the funds from all sources of such
organization; provided, however, that this subparagraph shall not include hospitals,
nursing homes, dispensers of pharmaceutical products, or any other type organization,
person, or firm furnishing medical or health services to a citizen for which they receive
reimbursement from the state whether directly or indirectly; nor shall this term include
a subagency or affiliate of such a nonprofit organization from or through which the
allocation of tax funds is made.

(2) 'Executive session' means a portion of'a meeting lawfully closed to the public.

(3NA) 'Meeting' means the.

(i) The gathering of a quorum of the members of the governing body of an agency

at which anv official business. policy. or public matter of the agency is formulated

presented. discussed, or voted upon: or

(i) The gathering of a quorum of any committee of it's the members of the governing

hodv of an agency or a quorum of any committee created by sueh the governing body;
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conmmTittee TecoT e ndations o ATy pu‘uiip nratter; at which any official business, or

policy to—thegoverningbody are—to—be,_or public matter of the committee is

formulated, presented, or discussed, or voted upon.

(B) "Meeting' shall not include:

(i) The assembtmgtogether gathering of a quorum of the members of a governing

body or committee for the purpose of making inspections of physical facilities or

property under the jurisdiction of such agency orforthepurposes ofeetmgwrtirthe
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of the agency is to be discussed or official action is to be taken shatrnotbedeemed
arreeting;
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{i1}_The gathering of a quorum ol the members of a governing bodv or commitiee for

the_purpose ol attending state-wide. multijurisdictional._or_regional imeetings to

participale in seminars or courses of raining on matters related 1o the purpose of the

agency or to receive or discass information on matters related to the nurpose of the

agzency at which no official action is 1o be taken hy the members:

{111} The gathering of 2 quorym of the members of a governing bodv or committee for

ihe purpose of meeting with officials of the legislative or executive branches of the

state or federal government at state or federal offices and at which no official action

15 1o he taken by the members:

{iv) The gathering of a guorum of the members ol a governing hody of an agency for

the purpese of traveling 1o a meeting or gatherng as otherwise authorized by this

subsection so long as no efficial husingss. policy. or public matter is_tormulated,

presenied, discussed, or voted unon by the quoruim, or

() The eathering of a guorum of the members of a governing body of an agency at

social, ceremonial, civic, or religious events so long as no official business. policy,

or public matter is formulated, presented. discussed. or voted upon by the guoru.

Fhis subparagraph's exclusions from the definition of the term ‘meeting shall notapply

if 1t is shown_that the primary purpose of the gathering or gatherings is 1o ¢vade or

avoid the requirements for conducting ameeting while discussing or conducting official

husiness.
-

(hi(1) Except as otherwise provided by faw, all meetings osdetmedinrsubseotiontay ot

drCodesectton shall be open to the public. All voles at any mieeting shali be taken in

public after due notice of the meeting and compliance with the posting and agenda

requirements of this chapter.

(2) Anv resolution. rule, regulation. ordinance. or other official action of an agency

adopted, taken, or made at a meeting which is not open to the public as required by this
chapter shall not be binding.  Any action countesting a resciution. rule. regulation.
ordinance. or other formal action of an agency based on an alleged violation of this

provision mmst shall be commenced within 90 days of the date such contested action was

takenmprovidedthat or, i the meeting was held In 2 manner not permitted by law, within

Ol davs from the date the party alleging the vieladon knew or should have known about

e allezed violation so long as such date is notinere than six months afler the date the

contested action was taken.

{2

(3)_Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (21 of this subsection, any action under

this chapter contesting a zoning decision of a local governing auth ority shail be

cammenced within the time allowed by law for appeal of such zoning decision,
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(¢) The public at all times shall be afforded access to meetings declared open to the public
pursuant to subsection (b) of this Code section. Visualrsoumnd;-amd-visuat and sound
recording during open meetings shail be permitted.

(d)(1) Every agency subject to this chapter shall prescribe the time, place, and dates of

regular meetings of the agency. Such information shall be available to the general public

and a notice containing such information shall be posted at least one week in advance and
maintained in a conspicuous place available to the public at the regular mreeting place of

the an agency or cominittee meeting subject to this chapter as well as on the agency's

website, if any. Meetings shall be held in accordance with aregular schedule, but nothing
in this subsection shall preclude an agency from canceling or postponing any regularly
scheduled meeting.

(2} For any meeting. other than a regulariy scheduled meeting of the agency for which

notice has._ already been provided pursuant to this chapter, ¥henever—any meetmg
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rmoticeshattbe-thepostmgofa-written moticeforatteast 24-hoursat theplaceof regutar
mreetingsand-giving-of written or oral notice shall be given at least 24 hours in advance
of the meeting to the legal organ in which notices of sheriff's sales are published in the
county where regular meethgs are held or at the option of the agency to a newspaper
having a general circulation in satd such county at least equal to that of the legal organ:
provided, however, that, in counties where the legal organ is published less often than

four times weekly ‘duerotice’, sufficient notice shall be the posting of a written notice

for at least 24 hours at the place of regularmeetings and, upon written request from any
local broadcast or print media outlet whose place of business and physical facilities are
located in the county, notice by telephone or, facsimile. or e-mail to that requesting media

outlet at least 24 hours in advance of the called meeting. Whenever notice is givento a

legal organ or other newspaper. that publication shall immediately ©r _as soon as

practicable make the information available upon inquiry to anv member of the pubiic.

Uvon written request from any local broadcast or print_media outlet. a copy of the

meeting's agenda shall be provided by facsimile. e-mail, or mail through a self-addressed,

stamped envelope provided by the requestor.

(3) When special circumstances occur and are so declared by an agency, that agency may
hold a meeting with less than 24 hours' notice upon giving such notice of the meeting and
subjects expected to be considered at the meeting as is reasonable under the
circumstances, including notice to sard the county legal organ or a newspaper having a
general circulation in the county at least equal to that of the legal organ, in which event

the reason for holding the meeting within 24 hours and the nature of the notice shall be
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arver-be-tetephone: Such reasonable notice shail also nclude. upon written reguest

within the previgus calendar vear from any Jocal broadcast or print media outlet whose

nlace of business and physical facities are located in the county. notice by iglephong,

facgimile, or e-mail to that requesting media outlel,

i

{e)(1) Priorto anv meeting. the agency gr commitiee holding such meeting shall make

available an agenda of all matters expected to come before the agency or commitiee at
such meeting. The agenda shall be available upon request and shall be posted at the
meeting siter as far in advance of the meeting as reasonably possible. but shail not be
required to be available more than two weeks prior to the meeting and shall be posted.
al a minimum, at some time during the two-week peried immediately prior to the
meeting. Failure to include on the agenda an item which becomes necessary to address
during the course of a meeting shall not preclude considering and acting upon such item.

(23(A) A summary of the subjects acted on and those members present at a meeting of

anv ageney shall be written and made available to the public for inspection within fwo

-

husiness davs of the adjournment of a meeting ofsuyagency

(B) The_regular minutes of a meeting ofans-ageney sublect 1o this ¢hapter shall be

prompiiy recorded and such records shall be open to public inspection once approved

as official by the agency or ity committee. but in no case later than immediately

following #he itg next regular meeting oftheagency; provided. however, that nothing

contained in this chapter shall prohibit the carlier release of minutes. whether approvod
by the agency or not. Such Safet minutes shatl, as at 2 minimuun, include the names of

the members present at the meeting, a description of each motion or other proposal

made. the identitv of the persons making and seconding the motion or other proposal.

and a record of all votes. Frthecaseof-arot=catvote-the The name of each persen

i}

11 - " n H [
Heotirer—seesrt, 1 shall he

voting for or against a proposal shall be recorded amdra
presumed that the action taken was approved by each person: i attendance unless the
minutes reflect the name of the persons voting against the proposal or abstaining,

(Y Minutes of executive sessions shall also beg recorded hut shall not be open to the

a4

nublic, Such minutes shall specify each issue discussed in executive session by the

agency or r committee. In the case of execulive sions where matters subjgct 1o t

atiarnev-client privilege are_discussed. the fact that an attorneyv-client discussion

accuwrred and its subiect shall be identified. but the substance ofthe discussion need not

he recorded and shall not be identified in the minutes. Such minutes shall be kept and
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preserved for in camera inspection by an appropriate court should a dispute arise as 1o

the propriety of anv executive session.

(f) An agency with state-wide jurisdiction or committee of such an agency shall be

authorized to conduct meetings by telecommmmumreatrons conferernce  teleconference,

provided that any such meeting is conducted in compliance with this chapter.

(¢) Under circumstances necessitated by emergency conditions involving public safety or

the preservation of property_or public services, agencies or committees thereof not

otherwise permitted by subsection (f) of this Code section to conduct meegtings by

teleconference mav meet by means of teleconference so long as the notice required by this

chapter is provided and means are afforded for the public to have simultaneous access (o

the teleconference meeting. On any other occasion of the meeting of an agency or

committee thereof, and so long as a quorum is present in person, a member may participate

by teleconference if necessary due to reasons of health or absence from the jurisdiction sg

Jong as the other requirements of this chapter are met. Absent emergency conditions or the

written opinion of a physician or other health orofessional that reasons of health prevent

a member's physical presence, no member shall participate by teleconference pursuant to

this suybsection more than twice in one calendar vear.

50-14-2.

This chapter shall not be construed so as to repeal in any way:
(1) The attorney-client privilege recognized by state law to the extent that a meeting
otherwise required to be open to the public under this chapter may be closed in order {0
consult and meet with legal counsel pertaining to pending or potential litigation.
settlement, claims, administrative proceedings, or other judicial actions brought or to be
brought by or against the agency or any officer or employee or in which the agency or

any officer or employee may be directly involved; provided, however, the meeting may

not be closed for advice or consultation on whether to close a meeting; and

(2) Those tax matters which are otherwise made confidential by state law,

50-14-3,

{a) This chapter shall not apply to the following:
{1) Staff meetings held for investigative purposes under duties or responsibilities
imposed by law,
(2) The deliberations and voting of the State Board of Pardons and Paroles; and in
addition sard such board may close a meeting held for the purpose of receiving

information or evidence for or against clemeincy or in revocation proceedings if it
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determines that the receipt of such information or evidence w open meeting would

i

present a substantial nisk of harm or injury to a witne

-

{3) Meetings of the Georgia Burcau of Tnvestigation or any other law enforcement of
nrosecuiorial agency in the staie. including grand jury mectings:

4y Adoptions and preceedings related thereto;

(5) Gatherings involving an agency and one or more neutal third parties 1n mediation

of 2 dispute between the agency and anv other party, In such a gathering. the neutral

party mav_caucus jointiv or independently with the parties to the mediation to facilitate

1 resotution to the conflict. and anv such caucus shall not be subiect (o the reguirements

of this chapter. Any decision or resolution agreed to by an agency at any such caucus

shall not become effective unti! ratified 1n a public meeting and the terms of anv such

decision or resolufion are disclosed to the public.  Anv final settlement avreement.

memorandum of agreement, memorandum ot understanding, or other sinular document,

however denominated, inwhich an agency has formally resolved a claim or dispute shall

he subject to the nrovisions of Article 4 of Chanter 18 of thus title

{6) Meetings:

Of any medical staff committee of a public hospital:

(B) Of anv advisory committee of the governing body of a public hospital when sugh

commitiee has no decision-making authority and serves only (o advise the governing

(C)_Of the governing_authority of a public hosnital or any committee thereof when

performing a peer review Qr medical review function as sel forth in Code Section

Vi.7-15, Articles 6 and 6A of Chapter 7 of Title 31, or under any other applicable

federal or state statuie or reguiation: and

(D) Ofihe governing authorily ofa public hosnital or any committee thereof in which

the granting. restriction, o rgy ocation of staff privileges or the granting of abortions

under state or federal law is discussed, considered. or voted upon: or

©

(7) Incidental conversation unrelated to the busingss of the agency.

R

1) Subject to compliance with the other provisions ol this chapter, execulive sessions shall

be nenmitied for

#3(1) Meetings when any agency is discussing the future acguisition, disposal, or leasg
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proceedingswithrrespect thereto-mittateds. It shall not be a viclation of this chapter for

an agency to vote in executive $gssion to:

(A) Authorize the settlement of any matter which may be properly discussed in

executive session in accordance with paragraph (1} of Code Section 50-14-2;

(B) Authorizé negotiations to purchase, dispose of, or lease property:

(C) Authorize the ordering of an appraisal related to the acquisition of real estate:

(D)} _Enter into a contract to purchase, dispose of, or lease property subject to approval

in a subsequent public vote: or

(E) Enter into an option to purchase, disnose of, or lease real estate subject to approval

in subsequent public vote.

No vote in executive session to acquire. dispose of. or lease real estate, or to seftle

litication. claims. or administrative proceedings. shall be binding on an agency untii a

subsequent vote is taken in an open meeting where the identity of the property and the

terms of the acquisition. disposal. or lease are disclosed before the vote or where the

parties and principal settlement terms are disclosed before the vote;
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wherrdrscusstg-thegt g restrretion; or revocatiorrotstaffprivitegeson the-grantmg
£63(2) Meetings when discussing or deliberating upon the appointment, employment,
compensation, hiring, disciptinary action or dismissal, or periodic evaluation or rating of
a public officer or employee butrrot-whenreceivingevdence or interviewing applicants
for the position of the executive head of an agency. This exception shall not apply to the
receipt of evidence or when hearing argument on charges-fred-to-determme personnel

matters, including whether to impose disciplinary action or dismissatof dismiss a pubiic

officer or employee or when considering or discussing matters of policy regarding the

emplovment or hiring practices of the agency. The vote on any matter covered by this
paragraph shall be taken in public and minutes of the meeting as provided in this chapter
shall be made available, Meetings by an agency to discuss or take action on the filling
of'a vacancy in the membership of the agency itself shall at all times be open to the public
as provided in this chapter;

7 ?édePtI'OHS arch PiUCCC&I’HgS retated ﬁlcwt@a

83(3) Meetings of the board of trustees or the investment committee of any public
retirement system created by or subject to Title 47 when such board or committee Is
discussing matters pertaining to investment securities trading or investment portfolio

positions and composition; and

£53(4) Portions of meetings during which that portion of a record made Meetingshen
discussimgany recordsthatare exempt from public inspection or disclosure pursuant to
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Article 4 of Chapter 18 of this tile is to be considered by an agency and therg are ne

reasonable means by which the agency can consider the record without disclosing the

exempt hortions if the meeting were not closed.

v
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(2) When any meeting of an agency is closed to the public pursuant to any provision of this

chapter. the specific reasons for such closure shall be entered upon the official minutes. the

5

meeting shall not be closed to the pubiic except by a majority vote of a quotum present for

P [

‘e meeting, the minutes shall reflect the names of the members present and the names of

those voting for closure, and that part of the nunutes shail be made avatlable to the

as anv other minutes. Where a meeting of an agency is devoted in part (o matters within
the exceptions provided by law. any portion ol the meeting not subject to any such

exception, privilege, or confidentiality shall be open io the public, and the minutes ol such

portions not subject to any such exception shall be taken, recorded, and open to pu ic

inepection as provided in subsection () of Code Section 50-14-1
(M) When any meeting of an agency is closed Lo the public pursuant to subsection (a)

of this Cade section, the chafrpersonror-other person presiding over such meeting or, il

the agency's policv so provides, each member of the coverning body of the asencs

siendine such meeting. shall execute and file with the official minutes of the meeting a

i

notarized affidavit stating under cath that the subject matter of the meeting or the closed

nortion thereof was devoted (0 matiers within the exceptions provided by law and

i

‘dentifving the specific relevant exception.

[§5e]

(27 In the event that one or NIOre PErsons i an executive session initaies g discussion

S

‘hat s not authorized pursuant to_Code Section 50-14-3. the presiding officer shall

rmmediatelv rule the discussion oul of order and all present shall cease the quesitoned

conversation., Hfone orinore persons continue or allemnt to continue the discussion alie:

heine ruled out of order, the nresiding officer shall | mmediaielv adiourn the executive

SESEI0n.

i) The superior courts of this stale shail have jurisdiction to enforce comp shance with the

arovisions ofthis chapter. including the power to grant injunctions or other equitable reliet.
fh addition to any action that mav be brought by anv person. finm. corporation. or ofher

9
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entity, the Attorney General shall have authority to bring enforcement actions, either civil
or criminal, in his or her discretion as may be appropriate to enforce compliance with this
chapter. ‘

(b) In any action brought to enforce the provisions of this chapter in which the court
determines that an agency acted without substantial justification in not complying with this
chapter, the court shall, unless it finds that special circumstances exist, assess in favor of
the complaining party reasonable attorney's fees and other litigation costs reasonably
incurred. Whether the position of the complaining party was substantially justified shall
be determined on the basis of the record as a whole which is made in the proceeding for
which fees and other expenses are sought.

(c) Anyagency or person who provides access to information in good faith reliance on the
requirements of this chapter shall not be liabje in any action on account of having provided

access to such information.

50-14-6.
Any person knowingly and willfully conducting or participating in a meeting in violation
of this chapter shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished by

4 fine not to exceed $586-66 $1.000.00. Alternativelv. a civil penalty may be impgsed by

the court in anv civil action brought pursuant to_this chapter against any person who

recklessly violates the terms of this chapter in an amount not to exceed $1.000.00 for the

first violation. A civil penalty or criminal fine not to exceed $2.500.00C per violation may

be imposed for each additional violation that the violator comimits within a 12 month

period from the date that the first penalty or fine was imposed. It ghall be a defense to any

civil or criminal action under this Code section that a person has acted in good faith in his

or her actions.”

SECTION 2.

Said title is further amended by revising Article 4 of Chapter 18, relating to inspection of

public records, as follows:

"ARTICLE 4

50-18-70,

(a) The General Assembily finds and declares that the strong public policy of this state is

in favor of open government: that open government is essential to a free. open. and

democratic societv: and that public access to public records should be encouraged to foster

confidence in government and so that the public can evaluate the expenditure of public

- 10 -
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funds and the efficient and proper functioning of its institutions. The General Asscinbly

further finds and declares that there (s a strong presumption that public records should b

made available for publicinspection without delav, This article shatl be broadly construed

o allow the inspection of governimental records. The excentions. set forth in this article,

rether with anv other exception located elsewhere in the Code, shall be interpreted

narrowiv to exclude only those portions of records addressed by such excention.

so(h) As used in this article, the terng

(1) "Agency' shall have the same meaning as in Code Section 50-14-1 and shall

additionally include anv association. corporation. or other similar organization that has

I

a_membership or owneiship body comuposed primarily of counties, muicipal

corporations. _or scheol districis_of this stale, their governing authorities. or any

combination thereof and derives more than 33 13 percentofits general operating budge!
from pavments from such political subdivisions.
(23 'Public record’ means publcrecord shathmean all documents. papers. letters, maps.

books, tapes, photographs, computer based or generated information, data, data elds. o

similar material prepared and maintained or received by an agency or by a privale person

or entity in the performance of a service or function for or on behalf of an agency or when

r

such documents have been transferred o a private person or entity by an agency for

storage or future governmental use. irtheeomseottheoperatromrofapabicoticeor
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ta) ALl public records shall be open for personal inspection and copving. except those

wiich by order ofa cowrt ef this siale or by law are specifically exempted from disciosure,

Kecords shall be maintained by agencies o the extent and in the manner required by Article
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(h{MA) Agencies shall preduce for inspection all records responsive 10 @ request

within a reasonable amount of tiime not to exceed three husiness davs of receipt of o

request: provided, however, that_nothing i this chepter shail require agencies o

produce records L resnonse 1o a reguest 17 such records did not exist at the time of the

reguest. In those instances whers some. but not all, records are available within throe

business davs, an agenev shall make available within that neriod those records that can

be located and produced. Inanv instance where records are upavailable within three

business days of recemt of the request. and responsive records exist, the agency shatl,

within such time period. provide the requester with a description of such records and

atimeline for when the records will be available for inspection or copying and provide

the responsive records or access thereto as soon as practicable. ¥wrcfeos oot frod

11
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(B) A reguest made pursuant to this article mav be made to the custodian of a public

record orallv or in writing, An agency mav. hut shall not be obligated to, requirg that

all written reguesis be made upon the responder’s choice of one of the following: the

agencv's director. chairperson. or chiel executive officer. however denoiminated: the

senjor official at anv satellite office of an agencv: a clerk specificallv designated by a

acency as the custodian of agenev records: or a duly designated open records oificer ol

an agency: provided. however, that the absence or unavailability of the designated

agency_officer or emplovee shall not be permitied to delay the agency’s response. Al
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the time of inspection, any person may make photoaraphic copies or other electronic

reproduciions of the records using suitable portable devices brought to the place of

inspection, Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, an agency may in its

discretion, provide copies of a record in lieu of providing access to the record when

portions of the record contain confidential information that must be redacted.

(2) Anv agency that designates one or morg Opern records officers upon whom requesis

for inspection or copving of records may be delivered shall make such designation in

writing and shall immediately provide notice t0 any Person upon request, orally or in

writing. of those open records officers. 1f the acency has elected to designate an open

records officer. the agency shall so notify the legal organ of the county in which the

acency's principal offices reside and, if the agency has a website. shall also prominently

display such designation on the agency's website. In the event an agency requires that

requests be made upon the individuals identified in subparagraph (B) of paragraph (1) of

this subsection, the three-day period for response to a written reguest shall not begin to

run until the request is made in writing upon such individuals., An agency shall permit

receipt of written requests by e-mail or facsimile transmission in addition to any other

methods of transmission approved by the agency, provided such agency uses e-majl or

facsimile in the normal course of its business,

(3)._The enforcement provisions of Code Sections 50-18-73 and 50-18-74 shall be

available onlv to enforce compliance and punish noncompliance when a written request

i< made consistent with this subsection and shall not be available when such reguest is

made orally.

(¢)(1)_An agency may impose a reasonable charge for the search, retrieval, redaction, and

production or copving costs for the production of records pursuant to this article. An

aoency shall utilize the most economical means reasonably calculated to identifv and

produce responsive. nonexcluded documents. Where fees for certified copies oy other

conies or records are specificallv authorized or otherwise prescribed by law, such specific

fee shall apply when certified conies or other records to which a specific fee mav apply

are sought. In all other instances. the charge for the search, retrieval. or redaction of

records shall not exceed the prorated hourly salary of the lowest paid full-time emplovee

who. in the reasonable discretion of the custodian of the records, has the necessary skill

and trainine to perform the request: provided. however, that no charge shail be made for

- - - 33 ' . Al . . "
the first guarter hour, ¥HereTo e S otIerwise p;uv:dcd by W the AECTICY Ty \,hcngb

| 1.1 e W . L b .05 0
I CONCCT T IMITOTHT LU YOI ILL TOTTO CALCOAT Z2 5% Pl pdagt.

(2) In addition to g charge for the search, retrieval, or redaction of records. an agency

mav charge a fee for the copying of records or data, not to exceed 10¢ per page for ietter
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orlegal size documents or. in the case of other documents or electronic records. the actyal

costof the media on which the documents. records, or data are sroduced.

(2} Whenever anv person has requested to inspecl or copv a public record and does not

nay the cost forsearch. retrieval. redaciion, or conving of such records when suck ehareos

have been lawfullv estmated and agieed 10 pursuant to this article. and the agency has

incurred the agreed-upon costs to make the records available, regardiess of whether the

requester lnspects or accepis copies of the records. the agency shall be authorized 1o

collect such charges in anv manner aythorized by law for the collection of raxes. fees. or

agsessiments by such agency,

(d) Inanyinstance in which an agency is required to or has decided to withhold all or par

of a requested record. the agency shall notify the requester of the specific legal authority

exempting the requesied record or records from disclosure by Code section. subsection. and

paragraph within a reasonable amount of time not to exceed three business davs or in the

cent the search and retrieval of records 1s delaved pursuant to this paragraph Qr pursuan!

to subparagraph (b)(1)(A) of this Code section, thenno later than three business davs afier

the records_have been retrieved. In anv instance in which an acency will seek costy in

excess of $25.00 for responding to a request. the agencey shall notifv the requester withis

a reasonable amount of time notto exceed three business davs and inform the reguester of

rhe estmate of the costs. and the aveney mav defer search and retrieval of the records untit

43

the requester agrees (o pay the estimated cosis unless the requester hag stated in bis or hey

request a willingness (o pay an amount that exceeds the search and retrieval costs. Jiam

insiance in which the estimated costs for production of the records exceeds S300.00. an

agency mayv Insist on prepavinent of the costs prior to beginning search, retrieval, review,
or production of the records. Whenever any person who has requested (0 Inspect or copy

¢ public record has not naid the cost for search. retrigval, redaction. or copving of such

records whensuch charees have b lawfully incurred, an ageney may requine prenayvinent

for compliance with all future requests for production of records from that person until the

costs for the prior production of 1e¢ s have been paid or the disnute regarding navmen:
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thereguostrprovidedhowever—thatno-chargeshatt-bemadetor-the frrstruarter-tom

ey Requests by civil litigants for records that are sought as part of or for use n any

/

ongoing civil or adiministrative litigation against an agency shall be made in writing and

capied to counsel of record for that agency contemporaneoushy with their submission 1o

that azency. The agency shall provide. at no cost. duplicate sets of all records produced
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in response to the request to counsel of record for that agency unless the counsel of record

1

for that agency elects pot to receive the records. Amagency shattutitizethemost

ol 1101 £ b W Ind 11 s
CLUIIUHHLGI ICasS avaraoic Ul }J!.UVIUH[B VUPIES Ul }JUUUL, TCLUUD,

(f) As provided in this subsection. an agency's use of electronic record-keeping systems

must not erode the public's right of access to records under this article. Agencies shall

produce electronic copies of or. if the requester prefers, printouts of electronic records or

data from data base fields that the agency maintains using the computer prograins that the

acency has in its possession. ADn agency shall not refuse to produce such glectronic

records. data. or data fields on the grounds that exporting data or redaction of exempted

information will require_inputting range, search filter. report psrameters. o simiiar

commands or instructions into an agency's compuier system $Q long as such comimands or

instructions can be executed using existing computer programs that the agency uses in the

_ordinary course of business to access. support, or otherwise manage the records or data.

A requester may request that electronic records. data. or data fields be produced in the

format in which such data or electronic rgcords are kept by the agency. or in a standard

export format such as a flat file electronic American Standard Code for Information

Interchange (ASCII) format, if the agency's existing ¢omputer programs support such an

exnort format. In such instance, the data or electronic records shall be downloaded in such

format onto suitable electronic media by the agency, No public officer or agency shall be

required to prepare new reports, summaries, or compilations not in existence at the time of

h. AR WS WA . PP S o i) 4.
the request. Wi MIOrMEtIoT TEUESTEETS T TIATIICU Uy LU, dil ARCTICY TIRTY

1 4l I - &~ H e L 4 b § e i S NS S/ N P M
CIET gU e DUV s actuar oSt UT A COLNTARLCT UG A OUT TdpTUIng WITTCIT TICTITIOTTTIEn VI 1S

&= oy 3 ol 1 g i) g e adn s o . 1 1 L i b} i
TaTSTCTTCaaiTaIid y Lild: mL o e adMmMISrat ve e I VoI velds »ll Ul T I s WOSTUTIULN

(g) Requests to inspect or copy electronic messages. whether in the form of e-mail, text

message. or other format, should contain information about the messages that is reasonably

calculated to allow the recipient of the request to locate the messages sought, including. if

known. the name. title. or office of the specific person or persons whose electronic

messages are sought and, to the extent possible, the specific data bases to be searched for

~ hh WA H Kl . . )
such messages. Wieneverany persomaas requested oS Or NMIOTE TOUPIES ofa pubhs., record
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(ho 1o beu of providing separale priptouts or copies of records or dafa, an agency may

nrovide access to records through a website accessible by the pubbe. However, il an

4

agency receives a request for data fields, an agency shall not refuse to provide the

snonsive data on the erounds thagthe data is available in wihole or inits constituent parts

£

throueh a wehsite if the requesier seeks the data in the electronic formatin which ;s kept,

.

Additionally. if an agency contracts with a private vendor to ¢ollect or maintain public

records. the agency shall ensure that the arrangement does not limit public access to ihasg

(11 Anvcomputerized index of county real estate deed records shall be printed for purposes

of wbhc inspection no_less than every 30 davs. and anv correction made on such index

<hall be made a part of the printout and shall reflect the time and date that such index was

corrected,
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635 im-ieerprovidedrhoweversthat-nonew-feesotherthar those-dmrecthr-attrburableo-to
636 mrovrdingatcessshettbeassossedwhererecordsareadeavatabi by ohestrontomeas
637 S0-18-72
SRR [y Public disclosure shail net be required for records that are:
639 Li Specifically reguired by federal statute or reguiation to be kept confidential:
[SEAY (2% NMedical or vererinary records and similar files, the disclosure of which would be an
Hid mvasion of personal privacy;
G472 (3} Except as otherwise provided by law. records compiled for Taw enforcement or
643 prosecution purposes to the extent that production of such records would 15 reasonabiy
A likelv to disclose the identitv of & confidential source, disclose confidential investigative
643 or prosecution material which would endanger the life or phvsical safety of any person
(46 or persons. or disclose the existence of a confidential surveillance or invesiigation:
647 (4y Records of law enforcement, prosecution. or regulatory agencies m any pending
648 investigation or prosecution of criminal or unlaw(lul activity. other than mitial polics
(49 arrest reports and initial incident reports; provided, however. that an investigation or
»50 nrosecution shall no longer be deemed to be pending when all direct Litigation involving
651 sard such nvestigation and prosecution has become final or otherwise terminated,_and
632 provided, further. that this paragraph shall not apply to records in the possession of
653 agency that is the subject of the pending investigation or prosecution:
H54 £4-43(3) Individual Georgia Uniform Moter Vehicle Accident Reports, except upon the
633 submission of a written statement of need by the requesting partyrsuchstatement 10 be
h36 provided to the custodian of records and (o set Torth the need [or the report pursuant io
637 this Code section: provided. however, thai any person or entity whose name oF
638 identifying information is contained in a Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident
659 Report shall be entitied. sither personally or through a lawver or other representative. 0
GO0 receive a copy ofsuch report, and provided, further, that Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicie
661 Accident Reports shall not be available in bulk for inspection or copying by any person
662 shsent 2 written statement showing the need for each such report pursuant o the
H63 requirements of this Code section. For the purposes of this subsection, the term need’
64 means that the natural person or legal entity who is requesiing n persen or v
SToN sepresentative (0 insnect or copy the Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident Report
GO6 (A} Has a personal. professional. or business connection with a party to the accident
667 (B) Owns or leases an interest in property allegedly or actually damaged in the
668 accident
66Y (C) Was allegedly or actually injured by the accident:
L0 (D Was o wimess o the accident:
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(E) Is the actual or alleged insurer of a party to the accident or of property actually or

allegedly damaged by the accident;

(F) Is a prosecutor or a publicly employed law enforcement officer;

(G) Is alleged to be liable to another party as a result of the accident;

(H) Is an attorney stating that he or she needs the requested reports as part of a criminal

case, or an investigation of a potential claim involving contentions that a roadway,

railroad crossing, or intersection is unsafe;

(1) Is gathering information as a representative of a news media organization;

(I} Is conducting research in the public interest for such purposes as accident

prevention, prevention of injuries or damages in accidents, determination of fault in an

accident or accidents, or other similar purposes; provided, however, that this

subparagraph wilt shall apply only to accident reports on accidents that occurred more

than 30 days prior to the request and which shall have the name, street address,

telephone number, and driver's license number redacted; or

(K) Is a governmental official, entity, or agency, or an authorized agent thereof,

requesting reports for the purpose of carrying out governmental functions or legitimate

governmental duties;
£-23(6) Jury list data, including, but not limited to, persons' names, dates of birth,
addresses, ages, race, gender, telephone numbers, social security numbers, and when it
is available, the person's ethnicity, and other confidential identifying information that s
collected and used by the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia for creating,
compiling, and maintaining state-wide master jury lists and county master jury lists for
the purpose of establishing and maintaining county jury source lists pursuant to the
provisions of Chapter 12 of Title 15; provided, however, that when ordered by the judge
of'a court llavéllgjurisdiction over a case in which a challenge to the array of the grand
or trial jury has been filed, the Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia or the clerk
of the county board of jury commissioners of any county shall provide data within the
time limit established by the court for the limited purpose of such challenge. Neither the
Council of Superior Court Clerks of Georgia nor the clerk of a county board of jury
commissioners shall be liable for any use or misuse of such data;
3(7) Records that-comsist consisting of confidential evaluations submitted to, or
examinations prepared by, a governmental agency and prepared in connection with the
appointment or hiring of a public officer or employee; amdrecords
(8) Records consisting of material obtained in investigations related to the suspension,
firing, or investigation of complaints against public officers or employees until ten days

after the same has been presented to the agency or an officer for action or the
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investigation is otherwise concluded ot terminated, provided that this paragraph shall not
be interpreted to make such investigatory records privileged;
tEE0(Y) Real estate appraisals, engineering or feasibility estimates, or other records
3 !.‘

[R8;

made for or by the state or a local agency relative 1o the acquisition of rea property witi

such time as the property has been acquired or the proposed transaction has been

terminated or abandoned; and

E3010) Pending Enghneers~costestimatesmadpending. reiccted. or deferred sealed brds

IEH

or sealed proposals and cost estimates related thereto untif such time as the final award

of the contract 1s made or the project is terminated or abandoned—The- provisromsotths

; ol 1 fry o]
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“tted6, or the sealed bids or proposals are nublicly opened, whichever first occurs:
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T O T T e T U OO AS T TRUST portrors o recordswineirwontd identify DErSONS

applyving for or under consideration for employment or appointment as executive head of
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Sttt orof a unit of the University Svstem of Georgia: provided, however, that at least
calendar davs prior to the meeting at which final action or vote 1s 10 be taken on the

i~ oLy 1S Lmreinn f o
pOsion, e GETICY ST TCICase all documents whichcame TS pu‘mb“i\)u with

respectiorasany-as CONCErning as many as three persons under consideration whom the

agency has determined to be the best qualified for the position and-fromramone-wirom

treagencymtendsto- -t positron shall be subigct to inspecton and copving. Urior

to the release of these documents, an agency mayv allow such a person to decline being
considered further for the position rather than have documents pertaining to the such
person released. In that event. the agency shall release the documents of the next most

If an agency has

s

qualified person under consideration who does not decline the position.

conducted its hiving or appoiniment process open— r‘ch*c—‘p*tﬂr}rc' without condugling

mterviews 1 executlve session in a manner otherwise consistent with Chapter 14 of this

title. it shall not be required 1o delay 14 days to take final action on the position. The
agency shall not be required to release su ich records with respectto of other appliconts or

persons under consideration. except at the request of any such person. Uponrequest, the
hiring agency shall furnish the number of applicants and the composition of the list by
I 5‘

such factors as race and sex. The agency shall not be allowed to avoid the provisions of

this paragraph by the emploviment of a private person or agency (o assist with the see

or application process:
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£83(12) Related to the provision of staff services 1o individual members of the General
Assembly by the Legislative and Congressional Reapportionment Office, the Senate
Research Office, or the House Budget and Research Office, provided that this exception
shall not have any application witirrespect to records related to the provision of staff
services to any committee or subcommittee or to any records which are or have been
previously publicly disclosed by or pursuant to the direction of an individual member of
the General Assembly,

£3(13) Records that are of historical research value which are given or sold to public
archival institutions, public libraries, or libraries of'a unit of the Board of Regents of the
University System of Georgia when the owner or donor of such records wishes 1o place
restrictions on access to the records. No restriction on access, however, may extend more
than 75 years from the date of donation or sale. This exemption shall not apply to any
records prepared in the course of the operation of state or local governments of the State
of Georgia,

(H3(14) Records that contain information from the Department of Natural Resources
inventory and register relating to the location and character of a historic property or of
historic properties as those terms are defined in Code Sections 12-3-50.1 and 12-3-50.2
if the Department of Natural Resources through its Division of Historic Preservation
determines that disclosure will create a substantial risk of harm, theft, or destruction to
the property or properties or the area or place where the property or properties are
located;

£9-H(15) Records of farm water use by individual farms as determined by
water-measuring devices installed pursuant to Code Section 12-5-31 or 12-5-105;
provided, however, that compilations of such records for the 52 large watershed basins
as identified by the eight-digit United States Geologic Survey hydrologic code or an
aquifer that do not reveal farm water use by individual farms shall be subiect to
disclosure under this article,

(823(16) Agricultural or food system records, data, or information that are considered
by the Georgra Department of Agriculture to be a part of the critical infrastructure,
provided that nothing in this paragraph shall prevent the release of such records, data, or
information to another state or federal agency if the release of such records, data, or
information is necessary to prevent or control disease or to protect public health, safety,
or welfare. Asused in this paragraph, the term 'critical infrastructure’ shall have the same
meaning as in 42 U.S.C. Section 5195¢(e). Such records, data, or information shall be
subject to disciosure only upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction;
“H33(17) Records, data, or information collected, recorded, or otherwise obtained that

is deemed confidential by the Georgta Department of Agriculture for the purposes of the
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non system, provided that nothing in this paragraph shail

prevent the release of such records. data, or information 1o another state or federal agency

s

if the release of such records. data. or information is necessary to prevent or contro!

1>

disease 01 1o protect public health, safety. or welfare. Asused in this paragraph, the tenn

national anfmal identification program’ means a national program intended to ideniify

animais and track them as they come into contact with or commingle with animals other
than herdmates from their premises of origin. Suchrecords, data, or information shall he
subject to disclosure anly upon the order of a court of competent jurisdiction:

(181 Records that contain site—spectfte site-specific information regarding the
occurrence of rare species of plants or animals or the location of sensitive natural habitars
on public or private property if the Department of Natural Resources determines ihat
disclosure will create 2 substantial risk of harm, theft, or destruction to the species or
habitats or the area or place where the species or habitats are located; provided, howeve
that the owner or owners of nrivale property upon which rare species of planis or snimals
occur oF upon which sensitive natural habitats are located shall be entitled 10 such
information pursuant to this article:
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S-23(19) Records that woukd reveal the names. home addresses, ielephone numbe
securtty codes. e-matl addrasses. or any other data or information developed, collected.

or recelved by counties or municipalities in connection with neighborhood watch or
public safetv notification programs or with the instailation, servicing, mainiaining.

operating. selling. or feasing of burglar alarmy svstems. fire alarm systems, or other

ectronic security svstems: provided, however, ihat initial police reports and nitinl

3

incident reports shall remam subject

4

to disciosure pursuant to paragraph (4) of this
subsection;

FH=B200A) Records that reveal an Ao individual's social security number. mother's

£20%

hirth name, credit card information. debit card information, bank account information.

account IUIanT et e Ul lllf saceount nuniber. Pa585W% sed o access his or he

account. financial data or information, and insurance or medical information 1y ali

records, amrd unlisted telephone number if 5o designated in a public record. persona

e-mail address or cellular telephone number, technicaty{feastbieatreasorm oot

.e

[C\ \!"!,

dav and wonth of birth, wiveh and information regarding public utility,

Internet. or telenhone accounts held by private customers, provided that nontiemized

Wills showing amounts owed and amounts paid shall be available, items exempted |

s subparagraph shall be redacted prior to disclosure of any record requested pursuant

10 this article: provided. however, thatsuch information shall not be redacted from such

]
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records if the person or entity requesting such records requests such information in a
writing signed under oath by such person or a person legally authorized to represent
such entity which states that such person or entity is gathering information as a
representative of a news media organization for use in connection with news gathening
and reporting; and provided, further, that such access shall be limited to social security

numbers and day and month of birth; and provided, further, that thts the news media

H M N Iy I el e 1 P | x| &l ¥l 1.
orgamzatlon GXCG}.‘JUOI’I fOTEcTess O SOCTar SCCUTITY T IIOCT S AT U ay aiil HIRG T otorth

arrd-tie-otherprotected-informationrset-forth in this subparagraph shall not apply to

& 1 i ad P 1 1 Lot 1 - Y N A P P o Crr }
teachers, empioyees o a PUoic SO O PUDTic THIPIOYyCes a5 Sel TUTH N paragrapn

35 (21) of this subsection. Forpurposes—of this—subparagraph;theternrpubire

i ! 1 P | 3 £ 4] ¥ Lo s ’ . ;
CTHIPDIUYLU TIRCdIDS ally TTOTICTCOIC U CIIPIUYLL Ul t'”C STATCT O OCUL OTTIS aEuiieivs,

o] h 4. . b & - 1oL by -
UCPAT UGS, O CONNIISSTUIL ™ U1 dify  LULLILY OT NIUINCIDATILY U IS agCritito,

departirents;or COMTISSTOTS:

(B) This paragraph shall have no application to:
(i) The disclosure of information contained in the records or papers of any court or
derived therefrom including without limitation records maintained pursuant (o
Article 9 of Title 11;
(ii) The disclosure of information to a court, prosgcutor, or publicly employed law
enforcement officer, or authorized agent thereof, seeking records in an official
capacity;
(iii) The disclosure of information to a public employee of this state, its political
subdivisions, or the United States who is obtaining such information for
administrative purposes, in which case, subject to applicable laws of the United
States, further access to such information shall continue to be subject to the provisions
of this paragraph;
(iv) The disclosure of information as authorized by the order of a court of competent
jurisdiction upen good cause shown to have access to any or all of such information
upon such conditions as may be set forth in such order;
(v) The disclosure of information to the individual in respect of whom such
information is maintained, with the authorization thereof, or to an authorized agent
thereof; provided, however, that the agency maintaining such information shall
require proper identification of such individual or such individual's agent, or proof of
authorization, as determined by such agency,

(vi) The disclosure of the day and month of birth and mother's birth name of a

deceased individual;

.24 .-



853 {vit) The disclosure by an agency of credit or pavment information in connection
“ad with a request by a consumer reporting ageney as that term is defined under the
853 federal Fair Credit Reporting Act (15 U.S.C Section 1681, et seq.):

856 {viily Thedisclosure by an agency of information in its records in connection with the
857 agency's discharging or fulfilling of its duties and responsibilities, including. but not
858 limited to. the collection of debts owed to the agency or individuals or entities whom
859 the agency assists in the collection of debts owed to the individual or entit

860 (ix) The disciosure of information necessary to comply with legal or I'Gguiatoa'y
861 reguirements or for legitimate law enforcement purposes; or

867 {x) The disclosure of the date of birth withim cruninal records.

863 () Records and information disseminated pursuant to this paragraph mav be used only
86 by the authorized recipient and only for the authonized purpose. Anv person who
865 obtains records or information pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph and
S04 knowingly and williully discloses, distributes. or sells such records or information (0
_67 an unauthorized recipient or for an unauthorized purpose shall be guiliy of a
468 misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature and upon conviction thereot shall be
8EQ nunished as provided in Code Section 17-10-4. Anv person injured thereby shall have
871 a cause of action for invasion of privacy. Anyproscemonporstant-worthis paragranh
871 shat-be-mraccordances ;t-lﬁ“hﬁmm*&mb TrsuhsTeion w/"!u} or-Eode Sootiorr S Se b el
372 (D) Inthe event that the custodian of pubbc records protecied by this paragraph has
873 good faith reason 1o believe that @ pending request for such records has been made
{7 fraudulently, under false pretenses. or by means of false swearing, such custodian shali
87 appiv to the superior court of the county i which such records are maintained for a
876 protective order limiting or prohibiting access to such records,

877 (E) This paragraph shall supplement and shall not supplant, overruie. replace. or
878 otherwise modify or supersede any provision of statute, regulation, or law of the feder
8§74 government or of this staie as pow or hereafler amended or enacted requiring,
880 restricting, or prohibiting access wo the information identified in subparagraph (A) of
S8 this paragraph and shall constitute only a regulation of the methods of such access
882 where not otherwise provided for, restricted. or prohibited:

883 (21)_Records concerning_public emplovees that reveal the public emplovee's home
884 address. home telephone number, dav and month of birth, social security number,
8RS ineurance or medical information, mother's birth name, credit card information. debit card
886 information. bank account information. account number, utility account number,
h nassword used to access his_or her account. financial data or information other than
AR compensation by a govermment agency. unlisted telephone number it so designated in2
RRY sublic record, and the identity of the public employee's inunediate family members or
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dependents. This paragraph shall not apply to public records that do not specifically

identify public employees or their jobs, titles, or offices. For the purposes of this

paragraph, the term "public employee’ means any officer or employee ot

(A] The State of Georgia or its agencies. departments, Or CONNTISSIONS;

(B) Any county or municipality or its agencies, departments, or COMMissions:

(C) Other political subdivisions of this state:

(D) Teachers in public and charter schooils and nonpublic schools: or

(E) Early care and education programs gdministered through the Department of Early

Care and l.earning:

(22) Records of the Department of Early Care and Learning that contain the:

(A) Names of children and day and month of each child's birth:

(B) Names. addresses. telephone numbers, or e-mail addresses of parents, immediate

familv members. and emergency contact persons; or

(C) Names or other identifving information of individuals who report violations 1o the

department:
£93(23) Public records containing information that would disclose or might lead to the
disclosure of any component in the process used to execute or adopt an electronic
signature, if such disclosure would or might cause the electronic signature to cease being
under the sole control of the person using it. For purposes of this paragraph, the term

‘electronic signature’ has the same meaning as that term is defined in Code

Section 10-12-2;
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tH3{24) Records acauired Aeguired by an agency for the purpose of establshing or

implementing, or assisting in the establishinent or implementation of, a carpoohing or

i -1 B N NN PN A 1 1 " 3 o
ridesharing program, wortheextentsuchrrecords—wonkroveal-temanehromeaddress:

errptoymentaddressTiometclephone nuniberremploymentickephonemumberor-hours

e i-..-.a\-; Y Lo
L L

N N ENPTR YU P ‘e et - " arsamd i 1 fge
FTRCTY Ty Trchvrdnator-wonld-othe SISO ATTETTITAN FaTw oS

;.’?'Z‘nmil,a T T OTw oty TR caserhan ATeTres Tl OCTatTE I AT o TSI

Awrusodnriins paragrapi e ternreerpootmgorrrdesharing - progranT et
mrehodes meluding, but s not imited to, the formation of carpools, vanpools, or buspools.
the provision of transit routes. rideshare research. and the development of other demand
management strategies such as variable working hours and telecomumuting;
HA525(AY Records; the disclosure of which would compromise scourtty against
sabotage or criminal or terrorist acts and the nondisclosure ofwhich 18 necessary for the
By

ety, or public property, which shail be limited to the foliowing:

i

protection of life, saf
(1} Security plans and vulnerability assessments for any public utility, technology

infrastruciure, building. facility. function, or activity in effect at the time of the

request for disclosure or pertaining to a plan or assessment in effect at such time:

(i) Anyplan for protection against terrorist or other attacksywhrchplan that depends

for its effectiveness in whole or in part upon a lack of general public knowledge efits

detals:

"

(i) Any document refating to the existence. nature. location, or function of's

devices designed to profect agaiast {errorist or other attacksrw
depend for their effectiveness in whele or in part upon a lack of general public
knowledge:
(iv) Anv plan. blueprint, or other material which if made public could compromise
ecurity against sabotage. criminal. or terroristic acts: and
(v) Records of any government sponsored programs concerning training relaiive (o
covernmental security measures which would identify persons being tramed or
instructors or would reveal information described in divisions (i) through (iv) of this
subparagraph.
(B) In the event of litigation challenging nondisclosure pursuant to this paragranh by
an agency of a document covered by this paragraph. the court may review the
documents in question in camera and may condition, in writing. any disclosure upon

such measures as the court may find to be necessary to protect against endangerent

of life, safetv. or public property.
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(C) As used in'divistons division (1) amdHiv of subparagraph (A) of this paragraph, the
term ‘activity’ means deployment or surveiliance strategies, actions mandated by
changes in the federal threat level, motorcades, contingency plans, proposed or
alternative motorcade routes. executive and dignitary protection, planned responses ©
criminal or terrorist actions, after-action reports still in use, proposed or actual plans
and responses to bioterrorism, and proposed or actual plans and responses to requesting
and receiving the National Pharmacy Stockpile;
£+63(26) Unless the request is made by the accused in a criminal case or by his or her
attorney, public records of an emergency 9-1-1 system, as defined in paragraph (3} of
Code Section 46-5-122, containing information which would reveal the name, address,
or telephone number of a person placing a call to a public safety answering point;wiici,
Such information may be redacted from such records if necessary to prevent the
disclosure of the identity of a confidential source, to prevent disclosure of material which
would endanger the life or physical safety of any person or persons, or to prevent the
disclosure of the existence of a confidential surveillance or investigation;
£75(27) Records of athletic or recreational programs, available through the state or a
political subdivision of the state, that include information identifying a child or
children 12 years of age or under by name, address, telephone number, or emergency
contact, unless such identifying information has been redacted;
£83(28) Records of the State Road and Tollway Authority which would reveal the

financial accounts or travel history of any individual who is a motorist upon such: any tol}

. Frarrreog I I 2] 1 11 . h T 4 4] 1. I Y - ] —t 1
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amtbankaccountinformationbut-shatnotinctode-theuser'snante;

£93(29) Records maintained by public postsecondary educational institutions in this
state and associated foundations of such institutions that contain personal information
concerning donors or potential donors to such institutions or foundations; provided.
however, that the name of any donor and the amount of donation made by such donor
shall be subject to disclosure if such donor or any entity in which such donor has a
substantial interest transacts business with the public postsecondary educational
institution to which the donation is made within three years of the date of such donation.
As used in this paragraph, the term 'transact business’ means to sell or lease any personal
property, real property, or services on behalf of oneself or on behalf of any third party as
an agent, broker, dealer, or representative in an amount in excess of $10,000.00 in the
aggregate in a calendar year; and the term 'substantial interest' means the direct or indirect

ownership of more than 25 percent of the assets or stock of an entity;

.28 -
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999 23(30) Records of the Metropolitan Atlanta Rapmd Transit Authority or of anv othe
1000 transit svstems that is connected to that system's TransCard, or SmartCard, or successor
EO0 or simitar svstem which would reveal the financial records or travel history of anv
1002 mdividual who s a purchaser of a TransCard, or SmartCard, or successor or similar fare
1003 medium.  Such financial records shall include. but not be limited to. social securiny
[0 rumber. home address, home telephone number, e-mail address, credit or debit card
1003 information. and bank account information but shall not include the user's name:
006 G 10 Butlding mapping mformation produced and mamtaimed nursuant o Article 10
HO07 of Chapter 3 of Title 38
[0S (223(32) Notwithstanding the provisions of paragraph (41 of this subsection. any physical
9 cvidence or investigatory materials that are evidence of an alleged violation of Part 2 of
1010 Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title Torwhrch and are in the possession. custody. or control
e of Iaw enforcement, nrosecution, or regulatory agencies: or
(012 25333 Records that are expressly exempt from public mnspection pursuant to Code
SR Sections 47-1-1d and 47-7-1277;
074 (34} Anv irade secrets obtained from a person or business entity that are required by law,
ORI reoulation, bid._or request foy propesal o be submitted 0 an agency.  An entity
(0i4 submitting records containing trade secrets that wishes to keep such records confidential
1017 under this paragraph shall submit and attach to the recerds an a;hdam allirmatively
(1R decianng that specific information in the records constitute trade secrels pursuant 1o
01e Article 27 of Chapter © of Title 10, 1{ such entity attaches such an affidavit, before
1020 producing such records in response to a request under this article, the agency shall notily
P02 the entitv_ of its intention ¢ produce such records ag set {orth in this paragraph. i the
oo acency makes a determination that the specificallvidentified information does notin fact
1023 constitute a trade secret, it shall notifv the entity subimitting the affidavit of s intent o
1024 disclose the information within_ten davs unless prohibited from doing so by an
1023 apnropriate court order. In_the event the entity_wishes to prevent disclosure of the
10726 requested records, the entitv mayv file an action 1n superior court to obtain an order that
027 the requested records are trade secrets exempt rom disclosure, The entity filing such
2% action shall serve the requestor with a copv of its court filing. If the agency makes a
PazY determination that the specifically identified information does constitute a trade secret,
1030 the agency shall withheld the records, and the requester may file an action in superior
1051 court fo obtain an order that the requested records are not trade secrets and are subjectio
1G22 disclosure;
T35 Hr—TFhmeartelke shatmot-reaprlreabletor
1034 #5133 Data Arrrtradesceretsobtrmed-fronmrpersorrorbusiness ety whichareots
HO33 ;;Li lJ\,.L.LLi or-contraerttalratare muﬂ\_q._tii"\‘_’,'tit oyt tortre sobT e o E ST
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N
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agencey-ortodata, records, or information of a proprietary nature, produced or collected
by or for faculty or staff of state institutions of higher learning, or other governmental
agencies, in the conduct of, or as a result of, study or research on commercial, scientific,
technical, or scholarly issues, whether sponsored by the institution alone or in conjunction
with a governmenta! body or private concern, where such data, records, or information
has not been publicly released, published, copyrighted, or patented;,

£3(36) Any data, records, or information developed, collected, or received by or on
behalf of faculty, staff, employees, or students of an institution of higher education or any
public or private entity supporting or participating in the activities of an institution of
higher education in the conduct of, or as a result of, study or research on medical,
scientific, technical, scholarly, or artistic issues, whether sponsored by the institution
MOneorh1conﬁumﬁon\wﬁhagovennnenmlbodyorpﬁvMBenﬁUgunﬁlSuchﬁﬁbnnaﬁon
is published, patented, otherwise publicly disseminated, or released to an agency
whereupon the request must be made to the agency. This subsectiomrappties paragraph
shall apply to, but is shall not be limited to, information provided by participants in
research, research notes and data, discoveries, research projects, methodologies,
protocols, and creative works; or

(37) Any record that would not be subject to disclosure, or the disclosure of which wouid

‘eopardize the receipt of federal funds, under 20 US.C. Section 1232g oy its

implementing regulations;

£33(38) Uniless otherwise provided by law, contract; bid;orproposat; records consisting
of questions, scoring keys, and other materials; constituting a test that derives velue from
being unknown to the test taker prior to administration; which is to be administered by

an agency, including. but not limited to, any public school. any unit of the Board of

Regents of the University System of Georgia, any_public technical school. the State

Board of Education, the Office of Student Achievement, the Professional Standards
Commission, or a local school systetn, if reasonable measures are taken by the owner of
the test to protect security and confidentiality; provided, however, that the State Board
of Education may establish procedures whereby a person may view, but not copy, such
records if viewing will not, in the judgment of the board, affect the result of
administration of such test. These limitations shall not be interpreted by any court of law
to include or otherwise exempt from inspection the records of any athletic association or
other nonprofit entity promoting intercollegiate athletics:;
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thoseotherwiseexcepted-by-thisarticte-orany other proviston ot-taw:
23(39) Records discloging Alt-state offreersamdemptoyeesshatthavea prrviiegeto
refase—to—disclose the identity or personally identifiable information of any person

-30 -



[

LC 29 S201ERS

participating in research on commercial, sclentific, technical, medical, scholarly. or

1 4.

artistic issues conducted by th Dcpc.umcus of Community Health, the Department of

Public Health, the Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilitics.

a state institution of higher education whether sponsored by the institution alone or in

conjunction with a govemmentai body or privale entityr—Persomety
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permanent records maintained by a judge of the probate court pursuant to Code Section

16-11-129. relating t¢ weapons carry licenses. or pursuant to any other requirement for

maintaining records relative (o the possession of hrearms—Fhis—subsection

prechmtctawenforcerentegenoiesfronrobtanrme, exceptto the extent that such records

reiating (o licensing and possession of firearms are sought by law enforcement agencies

T2

as provided by faws]
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attormoy=cherrtinformation,_Attorneyv-client communications, however, mav be obained

i a proceeding under Code Section 50-18-73 to prove justification or lack thereof
retusing disclosure of documents under this Code section provided the judge of the court

i which sard such proceeding s pending shall first determine by an i camera

examination that such disclosure would he relevant on that issue, In additon, when an

agency withholds information subiect to this paragraph, any payty authorized (o bring &

nroceeding under Code Section 30-18-73 may revuest that the judge of the courtin which

such proceeding is_pending deternmine by an in camera examinalion whether such

nformation was properlyv withheld

2342 Confidential Fheconfidentivhtyof attorney work product_in addition, when g

qeency withholds information subject o this paragraph, anv partyv authorized fo bring a

nroceeding under Code Section S0-18-73 may request that the iudee of the court nywihieh

such proceeding is_pending determine by ap in_camera examination whether such

information was_pronerly withheld: or
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3(43) Records containing Statetaws NTAKITIE certain tax matters or tax informatior that

is confidential: under state or federal law: or
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£23(44) Records consisting of Fhis-articte—shattnot-be appticable-to any computer

program or computer software used or maintained in the course of operation of a public

office or agency; provided. however, that data generated. kept. or received by an agency

shall be subiect to inspection and copying as provided in this article.

£g3(b) This Code section shall be interpreted narrowly so as to exclude from disclosure
only that portion of a public record to which an exclusion is directly applicabie. It shall be
the duty of the agency having custody of a record to provide all other portions of a record
for public inspection or copying.
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(c)(1) Notwithstanding any other provision of this article, an exhibit tendered to the court

as evidence in a criminal or civil trial shall not be open to public inspection without

approval of the judge assigned to the case,

(2} Except as provided in subsection (d) of this Code section, in the event insmection 1s

not approved by the court, in lieu of inspection of such an exhibit, the custodian of such

an exhibit shall. upon request. provide one or more of the following:

{A)_A photograph;
(BY A photocopy:

237 -
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(Y A facsimiler or

(D Another reproduction.

(3) Theprovisions of this articie regarding fees for production of a record. including, but

not mited to. subsections (¢} and {d) of Code Section 50-18-71, shall applv to exhibits

produced according to this subsection,

() Any physical evidence that is used as an exhibit in a criuminal or civil trial to show or

support an alleged violation of Part Z of Article 3 of Chapter 12 of Title 16 shall not be

T

open to public inspection except by court order. 1f the judge approves inspection ol suc

physical evidence, the judge shall designate, in writing, the facility owned or operated by

anagency of the state or local government where such physical evidence mav be inspected.

I the judge perimits nspection. such preperty or_material shall not be photographed.

coped, or reproduced by anv means, ANy persen who violates the provisions of thys

subsection shall be guiity of a_felony and. upon conviction thereofl shall be punished by

& i L
L

imprisonment for not less than ong nor meore than 20 vears, a_fing of

$100.000.00. or both.

fay The superior courts of this state shall have jurisdiction i law and in equity to entertain
actions against persons or agencies having custody of records open to the public under this
article to enforce compliance with the provisions of this article. Such actions mav he
brought by any person, {inm, corporation, or other entity. In addition, the Attorney General
shall have authority 1o brnng such actionsyeotherorvi-ororinmnat; in his or her discretion

1

ss may be approptiate 1o enforce compliance with this article and to seek either civil of

criminal penalties or hioth.

{(b) In any action brought to entorce the provisions of this chapter in which the court
determines that either party acted without substantial justification either in not complving
with this chapter or in Instituting the litigation. the court shall, unless it finds that special
circumstances exist, assess in favor of the complaining party reasonable attorney’s fees and

other litigation costs reasonably incurred. Whether the position of the complaining |

wag substantially justified shall be determined on the basis of the record as a whele which
i< made in the proceeding for which fecs and other expenses are sought.

(¢} Anvagency or person who provides access to information in geod faith reliance on the
requirements of this chapter shail not be liable in any action on account of fravmgprosicied
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50-18-74.
fa} Any person Qr entity knowingly and willfully violating the provisions of this article by
failing or refusing to provide access 1o records not subject to exemption from this article,

or by knowingly and willingly failing or refusing to provide access to such records within

the time limits set forth in this article. or by knowingly and willingly frustrating or

attempting to frustrate the access 10 records by intentionally making records difficult to

obtain or review shall be guiity of a misdemeanor and upon conviction shall be punished

by a fine not to exceed $1 000.00 for the first violation. Alternatively.a ¢ivil penalty may

be imposed by the court in any civil action brought pursuant to this article against any

person who recklessly violates the terms of this article in an amount not to exceed $109:00

$1.000,00 for the first violation. A civil penalty or criminal fine not to exceed $2.500.60

per violation maybe imposed for each additional viglation that the violator commits within

a 12 month veriod from the date the first penalty or fine was imposed. 1t shali be a defense

to any civil or criminal action under this Code section that a person has acted in opod faith

in his or her actions. In addition. persons or entities that destroy records for the purpose

of preventine their disclosure under this article may be subject to prosecution under Code

Section 45-11-1.
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50-18-75.

Communications between the Office of Legislative Counsel and the following persons shail
be privileged and confidential: members of the General Assembly, the Lieutenant
Governor, and persons acting on behalf of such public officers; and such cominunications,
and records and work product relating to such conununications, shall not be subject to
inspection or disclosure under this article or any other law or under judicial process;
provided, however, that this privilege shall not apply where it is waived by the affected
nublic officer or officers. The privilege established under this Code section is in addition

to any other constitutional, statutory, or common law priviiege.

50-18-76.
No form, document, or other written matter which is required by law or rule or regulation

to be filed as a vital record under the provisions of Chapter 10 of Title 31, which contains

S34 -



1213 iformation which is exempt from disclosure under Code Section 31-10-25. and which is

T

i6 remporarily kept or maimtained in any e or with anv other documents in the office ol ihe

1217 sudge or clerle of any court prior to filing with the Departiment of Public Flealth shali e

H

L apen o inspection by the general public. even though the other papers or documents in

= T

1219 such file may be open to inspection.

ey e e
1220 SO-1RSTT

122 The procedures and fees provided for in this article shall not apply to public records.

1227 mcluding records that are exempt from disclosure pursvant (o Code Section 5(-18.72,

1223 which are requested 1n writing by a state or federal grand jury, taxing authority, law
1974 --wfr\r R ey e R gy @ s PR MR . e e
1224 enforcement agency, or prosecuiing attornev in  conjunction with an ongoing

23 administrative, criminal, or tax investigation. The lawtul custodian shall provide copies of

1226 such records to the requesting agency unless such records are privileged or disclosure 1o

1227 such agencies 1s specificaliy restricted by law

1229 Title 15 of the Official Code of Georgla Annotated, relating to courts, s amended by revising
Code Section 15-12-11, relating to appoiniment of court personnel in
31 certain counties, juror guestionnatres. and construction with other laws, as {ollows:

1252 "oy Juror questionnaires shall be confidential and shall be exempt from public disclosure

4

1233 pursuant 1o Eote-Seottorr§8=H=70 Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50: provided. however,

(234 that jurv questionnaires shal! be provided to the court and to the parties at any stage of the

1238 nroceedings. including pretrial,

2=
fon

irial, appeilate, or post-conviction proceadings. and
1236 he made a part of the record under seal. The information disclosed to @ party pursuant to
1237 his subsection shall only be used by the parties {or purposes of pursuing a claim, defense.

1238 ar other issue in the case.”

|
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SCTION
.
i

[ 240 Said title iy further amended by revising paragraph {10) of subsection {a) of Code

f24] Seetion 15-16-10 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated. relating to duties of shenfly
2 as follows:

1243 110 To develop and implement a comprehensive plap for the security of [ the county

courthouse and anv courthouse annex. Prior o the implementation of any secu ity pian.

the plan shall be submitied to the chief judge of the superior court of “the circuil wherein

o 1{\

the courthouse or courthouse annex is located for ve The chief udge shall have >

YL

1247 davs fo review the original or any subsequent securily pian. The chief judge may make

1
|

i : H . : ; PR S, el L R
1248 modifications to the original or any subsequent security plan. The sherifts shall provide
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to the county governing authority the estimated cost of any security plan and a schedule
for implementation 30 days prior to adoption of any security plan. A comprehensive plan
for courthouse security shall be considered a confidential matter of public security.
Review of a proposed security plan by the governing authority shall be excluded from the

requirements of Code Section 50-14-1 andany-suchreview shatttake praceas prov rehedd

e Code—Section-56=14=3.  Such security plan shall also be excluded from public
disclosure pursuant to paragraph £15) (25) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-18-72.
The sheriff shall be the official custodian of the comprehensive courthouse security plan
and shall determine who has access to such plan and any such access and review shali
occur in the sheriff's office or at a meeting of the county governing authority held as

provided in paragraph {9} (4) of subsection (b) of Code Section 50-14-3; provided,

however, that the sheriff shall make the original security plan available upon request for
temporary, exclusive review by any judge whose courtroom or chambers is located within
the courthouse or courthouse annex or by any commissioner of the county in which the
courthouse or courthouse annex is located. The sheriff shall be responsible to conduct

a formal review of the security plan not less than every four years.”

SECTION §.

Title 20 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to education, is amended by
revising paragraph (2) of subsection (a) of Code Section 20-2-55, relating 10 per diem,

insurance, and expenses of local board members, as follows:

“(2) In any local school system for which no local Act is passed, members of the local
board of education shall, when approved by the local board affected, receive a per diem
of $50.00 for each day of attendance at a meeting, as defined in paragraph 23 (3} of
subsection (a) of Code Section 50-14-1, of the board, plus reimbursement for actual
expenses necessarily incurred in connection therewith; provided, however, that in any
independent school system with a full-time equivalent (FTE) program count of less than
4,000 students for which no local Actis passed, members of the local board of education
may, when approved by the affected local board, receive a per diem of not less than
$50.00 and not more than $100.00 for each day of attendance at a meeting, as defined in
paragraph 23 (3) of subsection (2) of Code Section 50-14-1, of the board, plus
reimbursement for actual expenses. The accounts for such service and expenses shall be
submitted for approval to the local school superintendent. In all school districts, the
compensation of members of local boards shall be paid only from the local tax funds
available to local boards for educational purposes. This paragraph shall apply only to

local board of education members elected or appointed on or after July 1, 2010.”
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SECTION 6.
Titie 31 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to health, is amended by revising

subsection (D) of Code Section 21-7-402, refating to content and form of notice to Attormey

rention of experts. and pavment of costs and expenses. as follows:

']
-

vy The Artorney General may prescribe 2 form of notice o be utitized by the sefier
lessor and the acquiring entity and may require information i addition to that specified in
this article iF the disclosure of such information is determined by the Attorney General (o

be in the public interest. The notice to the Attomey General required by this article and all

documents related thereto shail be considered public records pursuant to Sode-Seetron

SO6=70 Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title

LN

I‘{"
FuF

SECTION 7.
Said title is Turther amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 31-7-405 relating
ro public hearing. expert or consuitant required to testify, testimony, and representative of
acquiring entity to testify. as fol
(2} Within 60 davs after receipt of the notice under this article. the Attorney General shall
onduct a public hearing regarding the proposed transaction in the county in which the
main campus of the hospital s located. At such hearing, the Attorney General shall
provide an opportunity forthose persons in favor of the transaction, those persons oppose 'l
¢ the transaction, and other interested persons to be heard. The Attorney Geperal shall

also receive written comments regarding the ransaction b

<

i any interested person. and
such written comments shall be considered public records pursuant to Code-Seetion

L0=1-8:78 Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Titde 30

SECTION €
Title 33 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to insurance. is amended by
revising subsection (¢) of Code Section 33-2-8.1, relating to purpose of Code section,
preparation by Commissioner of supplemental report on property and casualty insurance,
contents of report. and request for information, as follows:

3 ]

“(¢) The Commissioner shall mmvestigate eve Licensed property and casualty insurer that

o cdesienated by the National Association of insurance Commissioners as neoedin

[

immediate or targeted regulatory attention and shall include it his report the number of
such insurers which his investigation confirms are in need of immediate or fargeted
regulatory attention and the names of such insurers s which are in Tormal rehabilitation.

Laquidation. or conservatorship.  The Commissioner shall obtain from the National

Association of Insurance Commissioners the necessary information o implement this

i 5 H ingitbe bl Ple Ara v ieinng N AN ¢ W ¥ 41 BT
cubsection and. notwithstanding the provisions of €ove-Section So=Hg=7 Avilcie 2 08
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Chapter 18 of Title 50, shall withhold from public inspection any such information

received from the National Association of Insurance Comumissioners under an expectation

of confidentiality.”

SECTION 9.
Title 36 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, refating to local government, is amended
by revising subsection (d) of Code Section 36-76-6, relating to franchise fees, as follows:
“(d) The statements made pursuant {o subsection (b) of this Code section and any records
or information furnished or disciosed by a cable service provider or video service provider
to an affected local governing authority pursuant to subsection (c) of this Code secticn shall
be exempt from public inspection under CodeSectior56=18=70 Article 4 of Chapter 18 of
Title 50."

SECTION 10.
Code Section 38-3-152 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating (o creation and
operation ofbuilding mapping information system, availability to government agencies, rules
and regulations, federal funding sources, exemption of information from public disclosure,
recommendations for training guidelines, and limitations, is amended Dby revising
subsection (f) as follows:
"(f) Information provided to the agency under this article shall be exempt from public

disclosure to the extent provided in paragraph {215 (31) of subsection (a) of Code Section
50-18-72."

SECTION 11
Code Section 40-5-2 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to keeping of
records of applications for licenses and information on licensees and furnishing of
information, is amended by revising subsection (b} as follows:
“(b) The records maintained by the department on individual drivers are exempt from any
law of this state requiring that such records be open for public inspection; provided,
however, that initial arrest reports, incident reports, and the records pertaining to
investigations or prosecutions of criminal or unlawful activity shall be subject to disclosure
pursuant to paragraph (4) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-18-72 and related
provisions. Georgia Uniform Motor Vehicle Accident Reports shall be subject to
disclosure pursuant to paragraph &1 (5) of subsection (a) of Code Section 50-18-72. The
department shall not make records or personal information available on any driver except

as otherwise provided in this Code section or as otherwise specifically required by 18
U.S.C. Section 2721

- 38 -
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SECTION 12

s

Title 43 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to professions and bustnesscs.

15 amended by revising paragraph (4) of Cade Section 43-34-7, relating to maintenance of
raster by Georgia Composite Medical Board and confidentiality, as follows:
14y The deliberations of the board with respect to an application. an examination. a
complaint, an investigation. or a disciphinary proceeding, except as may be contamed m
official board minutes; provided. bowever, that such deliberations may be released only
to another state or federal enforcement agency or tawful licensing authority. Releasing

5

the documents pursuant to this paragraph shall not subject anv otherwise privileged

documents to the provisions of Sode—Sectionr50=1670 Article 4 of Chapter 18 of

SECTION 13
Code Section 45-6-6 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to office property
kept by officers subject to inspection by citizens, is amended by revising such Code section
as follows:
'45-6-6.

A1l books, papers. and other office property kept by any public officer under the laws of

‘

this state shathbos [:L‘ P TITS Tp\,fl‘(ﬂ’{‘t?{“ﬁu thecttizensofthsstatewitdrrothoetours

1

sverr—day-erceptSurdavsardhotidays may _be copied or inspected subject to the

2

requirementis of Articie 4 of Chanter 18 of Tide 56

SECTION 14,
e 46 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, refating to public utilities. 1s amended
by revising paragraph (13) of subsection (b) of Code Section 46-5-1, relating 10 exercise of

N

nower of eminent domain by telephone and tefegraph companies: placement of posts and
other fixtures: regulation of construction of fixtures. posts, and wires near ratlroad tracks;
Hability of telegraph and telephone companies for damages; required information. and due
compensation, as follows:

(13) The information provided pursuant to paragraph (1} of this subsection and s
records or information furnished or disclosed by a telegraph or telephone company 10 an

affected municipal authority pursuantto paragraph (12) of this subsection shali beexempt

from public inspection under SodeSeetior5U=1i=7¢ Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 30

1t shall be the duty of such ﬁdegraph or telephone company to mark all such documents

as exempt from Soste-Seotior50=1870etseygr Anticle 4 of Chanter 18 of Trtie 50 and

the telegraph or telephone company shall defend, indemnify, and held harmiess any
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municipal authority and any municipal officer or employee in any request for, or in any

action seeking, access to such records,”

SECTION 15.

Title 50 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to state government, is amended
by revising subsection (b) of Code Section 50-1-5, relating to meetings by teleconference or

other similar means, as follows:

"(b) Nothing in this Code section shall eliminate any otherwise applicable requirement for
giving notice of any meeting. Likewise, nothing in this Code section shall create a
requirement for giving notice of any meeting where it does not otherwise exist. The notice
shall list each location where any member of the board, body, or committee plans to
participate in the meeting if the meeting is otherwise open to the public; provided,
however, it shall not be grounds to contest any actions of the board, body, or committee as
provided in Code Section 50-14-1 if a member participates from a location other than the
location listed in the notice. Ata minimum, the notice shall list one specific location where

the public can participate in the meeting if the meeting is otherwise open to the public. The

notice shall further conform with the notice provisions of ‘duemoticeasprovidedm Code

Section 50-14~1. Any meeting which is otherwise required by law to be open to the public
shall be open to the public at each location listed in the notice or where any member of the

board, body, or committee participates in the meeting.”

SECTION 16.

Said title is further amended by revising subsection (¢} of Code Section 50-17-22, relating

to the State Financing and Investment Commission, as follows:

"(c) Meetings. The commission shall hold regular meetings as it deems necessary, but.
in any event, not less than one meeting shall be held in each calendar quarter. The
commission shall meet at the call of the chairperson, vice chairperson, or secretary and
treasurer or a majority of the members of the commission. Meetings of the cormmission
shall be subject to Chapter 14 of this title, and its records shall be subject to Code-Sections
56=1870arrd-56=18=7+ Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50. The commission shall approve

the issuance of public debt, as hereinafter provided, adopt and amend bylaws, and establish
sataries and wages of employees of the comumission only upon the affirmative vote of a
majority of its members; all other actions of the commission may be taken upon the
affirmative vote of a majority of a quorum present. A quorum shall consist of a majority
of the members of the commission. If any vote is less than unanimous, the vote shall be

recorded in the minutes of the commission.”

-4 -



1427 Said title is further amended by revising subsection (a) of Code Section 50-29-2. relating 1o
1423 authority of public agencies that maintain geographic in formation systems to contract for the

424 provision of services, fees, and contract provisions. as follows:

1425 "(a) Notwithstanding subsectrom{frof€odeSeetion 5880 teSeottor SO=t8=7i2

1426 the nrovisions of Article 4 of Chapter 18 of Title 50, a county or municipality of the State

-~

1427 of Georoin, a regional commission. or a local authority created by local or general law

b & o

(A28 has created or maintaing a eeographic information svstem in eiectronic fornm mav coniragi

> e

1429 o distribute, sell, provide access to, or othe srwise market records or information maintained

1430 insuch system and may lieense or establish fees for providing such records or information
1431 or providing access to such system.”
437 SECTHON 14

Lrd

onflict with this Act are repealed.
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All laws and parts of laws 0



